
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
SUMMARY OF MEETING –APRIL 11, 2019 

(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 
 
 
● Many Walpole Public School (WPS) students from the music program attended the School Committee (SC) 

Meeting.  The students recently participated in the Southeast Massachusetts School Bandmasters 
Association (SEMSBA).  The students auditioned to be a part of SEMSBA and play or sing music with 
other students from Massachusetts.  

● The Camerata/Chamber Choral Group gave a wonderful performance to the SC. 
● Student Representative to the SC, Claire Sullivan, reported on academic, athletic and extracurricular 

activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 
● The SC unanimously voted to approve a waiver to the 30-day notice requirement and approved an 

out-of-state field trip for WHS Robotics Team to Detroit, Michigan from April 23, 2019 through April 28, 
2019. 

● The SC unanimously voted to approve an out-of-state field trip for Bird Middle School Grade 6 to Save the 
Bay in Providence, RI and W. Alton Jones in West Greenwich, RI from June 3, 2019 through June 7, 2019. 

● Michael Donohue, Social Studies Department Chair gave the SC an overview of next year’s 8th grade Civics 
program. 

● The SC was provided with a draft of the proposed Strategic Plan as a first reading. 
● Chairman Buckley provided an update of the FY ’20 budget.  Mr. Buckley reported that the Finance 

Committee approved the WPS budget with additional funds for reduction of the full day kindergarten tuition 
and approved funds to provide adjustment counselors at the elementary schools.  The SC and administration 
are grateful to all, including the Finance Committee, Town Administration and Board of Selectmen for their 
support.  The next step in the budget process is for approval at the Town Meeting on May 6, 2019. 

● A Secondary School Building Subcommittee Meeting was held on April 2.  The Subcommittee continues to 
work on items necessary to meet the eligibility standards for the Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

● The next regular SC Meeting will be Thursday, April 25, 2019 at the Walpole Public Library. 


